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Abstract:

During the reign of President Vladimir Putin (2000-2008),
Russian foreign policy witnessed important variables such as the
strong return of the Russian Federation to playing an active role
in world affairs, emphasizing the importance of national security
in the Russian foreign policy discourse, and initiating the
development of political and military strategies to face external
threats. Potential, at the same time can be noted the efforts of
President Putin in the field of economic reform and building
strong foundations for society.

The problem of identity is one of the most prominent
dilemmas of the Russian elites on the foreign policy orientations
of their country. The history of Russia, especially since Peter the
Great, has shown two major paths that have governed the
country's foreign orientations. The first is a trend founded on the
idea that Russia is a European nation and that its affiliation is
rooted in the European continent. Who should take precedence
over other foreign political behavior.

With these two tracks being drawn, another variant has
emerged as a Slavic orientation, since the Slavs constitute the
majority of Russia's population, so according to proponents of
this new orientation, Russia, the big country, should
communicate with the Slavic element scattered in geographical
areas outside Russian territory. Since the majority of this element
resides in the European continent, so the superiority of the
European track was often superior to that of others in Russian
politics.
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